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In the first half of this presentation, the profound technological changes that have taken place during
the last 2 decades will be discussed. It will be stressed that the main characteristics of the changes are
erosion and convergence. The recent advances in systems engineering will then be reviewed,
especially the role that AI plays in systems technology.
The second part of the presentation will focus on technological singularity. It was more than a decade
ago, in 2005, that a non-fiction book, titled “Singularity is Near” was published and soon became very
popular. Its author; the futurist Ray Kurzweil, defined technological singularity as “a time when
machines will have and be able to make other machines with intelligence comparable to human
beings.” His prediction at that time was that this would happen by 2045, i.e. about 25 years later.
AI is considered to be the basis of an intelligent machine. This presentation will discuss the recent
hype on AI. Presently, mind-confusing terms like AI, G(General)AI (or AGI) and EI (Extended I) are
all floating around, DARPA adds to the confusion by “XAI (Explainable AI).” Is there an
Unexplainable AI? What indeed is AI? Presently some forms of deep learning? And tomorrow what?
The presentation will conclude, pondering whether “Singularity,” as was defined 15 years ago, will
meet the same fate as the “Thinking Machines."
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